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' VINDICATION 


OF THE 
CHURCH of ENGLAND 
In her Rites and Ceremonies, Diſcipline, 
AND 
CHUR CH-ORDERS. 


As faithfully taken out of his own Writings, without 
either talſc Citation, or fraudulent Alteration. 


To which is prefixed ; 


His Epiſtle to the Now-confugge -, being a juſt and true Abſtra&t- 
of his Book, Entituled, A Defence of the Principles of Love. 


— — 


Schiſmaticks are they who unwarrantably ſeparate from thoſe Churches | 
in which they ought to abide, that they may gather new Congrega- 
tions after their mind, Mr, Baxter's Reaſons of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, p.472. | | 

No Chriſtian _ pretend Holineſs againſt QOnity and Peace, and 
every tender Conſcience ſhould be as tender of Church-diviſion and 
real Schiſms, as of Drunkenneſs, Whoredom,or ſuch other enormous 
ſins. Mr. Baxter's Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion, p.485. 
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TO THE 


READER. 


ane 'T being evidemly appa- 
; rent, as1n moſt other ca- 
ſes, Gin our. Church- 

diviſions, that a reſol- 

ErDW ye proftration to the 
Auhewiy, and a confident adhefion 
to the opinion of reputed-good men, 
doth: commonly ſeduce the Populace, 


firſt into Prejudice, then into Parties, 


and fo to a tenacious obſtinacy in Er- 
rour. Hereupon one probable a of 
Reſcue and Remedy 1s, to propoſe to 
the wandring People the Documents 
of one whole Authority 1s great a- 
mong them ; Therefore have I 


A2 thought 


To the Reader. 


chought on the Oracle Mr. Baxter,” 
who in this Book (Hu Defence of the 
Principles of Love) 1s not more Anteſig- 
nanus than Errenarches, preſcribing very 
well for Peace and Church-union, as 
the enſuing Freatiſe,  eſpetially the 
Epiſtle, ſhews. And to anticipate 
that prejudice and” muſtakes which a 
thing of this: mature '15 very lable to, 
lee no.manithmk-1t .my deſign to ac- 
cuſe Mr. Baxter of Selt-contradiction, 
Inconſiſtency, &c. but that it is meer- 
ly: for | ther:conviction of. thoſe whom 
that learned Author calls #oneſs erro- 
neous (briſtians : and to let the World 
fee' thar'Mir:B.- and other Non+con- 
formift Miniſters, -da: not belieye that 
intrinſick evil and ſinfulneſs. to be in 
Conformity, which their unwary Fol- 
lowers are induced, or rather ſeduced 
to believe; and that there 1s more ex- 
trinfick danger and heinous ſinfulneſs 
in theirſeparation, than his _ er- 

eQUS. 


. To the Rear. 
roneous Chriſtians do imagine,. that 
the . difference between Conformiſts 
and- Non-conformiſts 1s very. ſmall, 
aca (as Mr. Baxter tells Mr. Bagſhaw 
inhis Detence) that Non-conformiſts 
do 1 injure Conformiſts: and make the 
:Caſe (of Conformity more: odious 
than it1s. And to obyaate Objections, - 
let it be: noted, 
2; That if here be found. any ſmall 
alteration in words, it ismeerly forthe 
- ſake of brevity and aalvi in reading, and 
no other than what doth fairly conſiſt 
with, and not at all, pervert the ſenſe 
and meaning of the firſt Author; 

And ſince the renouncing of the 
Covenant, ( which Non-conformilſts 
call the great Mountain in the way) 1s 
now removed, if the more peaceable 
Ni cenforaty have a mindto come- 
into the conforming Churches, here 1s 
that in this ſmall Treatiſe will help a 
little to juſtifie and encourage their 

DA. : 
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To the Reader. 

practice in ſo doing. What ACCC] 
ptance this poor thing will have, Lam 
12norant, but not ſollicitous, ſince the 
teſtimony of my Conſcience 1s, that 
it 15 in vindication. of Truth, and de- 
fence of a good Cauſe; nor would [ 
fear the ſucceſs much more than I de 
the acceptance, ,would the honeſt er- 
roneous Chriſtian read it, with as lit- 
tle partiality and prejudice, as he 
would if coming from the firſt Au- 
thors hand. 


Mr. 
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| hepes of aur Poſterity. 


Mr. BAXTER's 


EPISTLE 
TO THE , 
Non-Confo2milts, 

a - : Me Prin Ts f = De- 


BRETHRE N, 


| T grieves me to the heart that neither 


Party, Conformable or Nen-conforma- 


ll ble, is more ſenſible of the ſin and dan-. 


_ ger of our diſtance ( thoughl know that 
in both Parties there are many wiſe and holy: 
perſons, who, I ſuppoſe, lament ic more than 


Ido:)i It layeth my ſoul in daily lamenctations- 


to ſee how we run further from each other, to- 


the _——_ danger of the Proteſtant Cauſe,, 
l 


and ofthe Kingdoms welfare, and of allthe 


Our 


Pug. 12.. 


S : Ar. Baxter's Epiſtle 
Part.1-pag-49- Our narrow Judgment draws many to think 
2 that it is the Intereſt of Religion now in- En- 
land to have the Parifh-Churches brought low 
in repreatige --andVeſerttd, atnd God's publick 
worſhip which they would have all religious 
People uſe, to be onely that of tolerated; or 
more private Churches, by which-they litele 
know what they wiſh againſt the Intereſt of 
the Chriſtian and Proteſtant Religion in this 
Land, and what hurt they would do, if in this 
they had their wills”; #77 0 

Par.1. pag-36, The Intereſt of the Cliriſtian' Proteſtant Re- 
ligion muſt be kept up, by keeping _ much 
'Fruth, Piety, and Reputation, as may be, 'in the 

Pariſh-Churches. - © «105; i 
part-pags6. Tam very glad that the pious Lectures of 
to be prefer= Mr. Hilderſham, Mr. Royers 5 and ſuch other old 
the pie. Non-conformilts, arcin ſo good eſteem among 
and come ud good people; where they will read them utge- 
of Common- -1nNgthe people; not onely againſt Separatibn , 
bur ts 'come to the very beginning of the pub- 
lick Worſhip , -and preferring it before their: 
private duties. And Ineed not: tell/thoſe that 
Part.2. p.r76, Have read the Writings of the good old Non- 
—_ conforrmiſts, Anies, Parker; Bains, 'Fox;' Dearing, 
ferred defore Greenham, &'c. that theſe did ſome-of them 
ties. read the-Common Prayer, and moſt of them 
Judged ic lawful co join-in'it, or eHe Mr. F- 
Los gate =. ao. 


to the Non-conformiſts. F'4 
derfham Rogers, &'c. would not write ſo ear- 
neſtly to men to'come to the beginning, and 
prefer it before all private duties. 

When I chink what learned, holy, incom:- part-1-9-57: 
The heinouſ- 
parable men, abundance of the old Confor- nei of Sepa- 
miſts were, my heart riſeth againſt the thoughts jqeraton of 
of {eparating from them; It I had come to fine <xcet 


lent perſons 


their Churches when they read the Common: thar chey fe. 
prayer and adminiſtred che Sacrament, could. the oid 

I have departed and ſaid, It is-not lawful for on 
Chriſtian here to communicate with you. What ! <ontormils: 

Such men as Mr. Bolton, Mr. Whateley, Mr. Fen- 
ner, Mr. Crook, Mr. Dent, Mr. Dike, Mr. Stock, 
Mr. Smith, Dr. Preſton, Dr. Sibbs, Dr. Taylor,and 
abundance 'other ſuch; yea, ſuch as Biſhop 
Jewell, Biſhop Grindall, Biſhop Hall, Biſhop Por- 
ter, Biſhop Davenant, Biſhop Carleton, exc. yea, 
and the Martyrs too, as Cranmer, Ridley, Hoo- 
per, Farrar, Bradford, Philpot, Sanders, xc. I 
think not my ſelf worthy to be compared with 
Mr. Bolton, Whateley, Fenner, Preſton, Sibbs, 
White, Field, Uſher, Jewell, and abundance other 
old Conformiſts; and you might forgive me, 
if I tell you again, that it they were all alive, 
and uſed now the {ame Liturgy and Ceremo. 
nies as they did then, I could not find in my 
heart tothink their communion in Prayer and 
Sacrament unlawful, nor to cenſure that man 


i” as 


Part. y, Þ. 12: 
I3. 


4 Mr. Baxter's Epiſite 
as injurious to the Church, who ſhould write 
to perſuade others not to ſeparate from them 
on that ſuppoſition, I am ſure the Aſſembly of 
Divines that fate heretofore at Weſtminſter, were 


I never heard of five Non-conformiſts among 
them , except the five diſſenting Brethren; 
their Judgment was (as Mr. Sprints) that Con- 
formity was lawful in caſe of neceſlity, rather 
than to be deprived of Liberty to preach the 
Goſpel. | 
art. 1. p.to, And as for the preſent Conformiſts, I know 
111? thoſeofthem,whoml think as godly andhum- 
ble Miniſters [N.B.]as moſt of the Non-confor- 
miſts, whom I know--- and as my acquain- 
tance increaſeth I know more and more ;. «-- 
And I tell you again, that L believe there are 
many bundred godly Miniſters in the Pariſh 
Churches of England, and chat their Churches 
Pzrt.1.p.49 Are true Churches. And for my part I forbore 
| communion with the Pariſh Churches in the 
gzinſt bis Sacrament a long time, yet at laſt I ſaw thar 
nor raking the che reaſons feerned to me to ceaſe, and [gurſt 
bis Pariſh not go againſt my Conſcience, for | knew not 
Church. 
what. 
4464 much defect of love and patience there 1s. 
yYowas well as.gthess.. How caſtly can we ag- 


oravate 


ſo conformable when they .went thither, that 


Pare. 1.p.16, But O-that you would yet conſider how | 
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to the Non-conformiſts. 

gravate the faults of others, and how hardly 
can we aggravate or ſee our own! The de. 
fects of the Liturgy, and the faults of thoſe by 
whom we ſuffer, are eaſily heightned even be. 
ond deſert, but when many of us vend un- 
truchs and {landers againſt our Brethren about 
the Land, who aggravates this, or repeats of it? 
But above all I entreat the dividing Brethren, 
if they can ſo long lay by their partiality, to 
judge by this of the reaſons of their ſeparation 
from thole Churches private or parochial, that 
they differ from in tolerable things. You 
think it a ſm to communicate in a Church 
where the Liturgy is uſed, and where Diſci- 
pline is not ſo ſtrictly exerciſed againſt ſome 
Offenders, as you and I deſire. But publick 
multiplied untruths in mens mouths, do ne- 
ver make you {cruple their communion. I 
intreat you do but ſtudy an anlwer to one that 

would ſeparate from you all upon ſuch _ 
rounds as theſe. Firſt for the Sin, conſider ins —_— 
of theſe Texts, Exod. 23.1. Thou ſhalt not raiſe 5 ropuiou 
a falſe report, &c. Fph.4-31. Let evil ſpeaking be communion, 
put away from you. Jimes 4. 11. Speak not evil ſcience of 
one of another, 8c. Tit. 3. 1, 24 Prov. 25. 23, Om 
Pet. 1.2, 1.&c. Have you more or plainer 
Texts of Scripture againſt the Common- 
prayer than theſe are again{t Slandering, &c. 
 B2 Now 


6 Mr. Baxter's Epiſtle 
Now ſuppoſe one ſhould ſay that a People of 
ſuch fin as this, ſhould not be communicated 
with, what anſwer will you give to this, which 
will not confute your own objections againft 
communion with many Pariſh-Churches in 
this Land. God hates every diſorder 'in ex- 
temporate Prayer, and yet he more hates that 

art 1.p.84. cenſoriouſneſs and curiofity which would draw ,; 

men to forſake the fubſtantials of Worſhip or 

Chriſtian love and communion on that pre- 

tence. If Chriſtians ſhould plead Gods jea- 

louſie about his Worſhip,as cenſorioufly againſt 

their own prayers, as they do againſt other 

mens, and Churches in this caſe, they would 

turn prayer into the fuel of deſpair and tor. > 

ment. 

heevit oe If Paul thought his Galatians fooliſh and be. 

eparaon ,, Witched, and his Corinthian-Chriſtians to be 
'" Babes, yea carnal, and not ſpiritual, becauſe 

there were among them GAG. tes @ gomoa, 

r. zexty Envyings, ſtrife, and diviſions, or as the words 

ents Sept- fignifie,, zeal, or xmulation, ſtrife and ſepara- 


ifts no bet- 


r than foo- jon, factions and dividings in ſeveral Parties ; 
and be. IP : © 
eched While one ſaith Iamot Paul, another I am of 


dn tprt- Apollo, what wonder if we are no better now. 
p 1 will not pretend Conſcience for the defiling 
of my Conſcience, and the forſaking the ſacred 
life of love. Donot you your ſelves condemn 

a 
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to the Non-conformiſts. 7 

a carnal ſtate? Remember then that they are 
carnal, who are contentious dividers in the 
Churches : 1 Cor.. 1,2,3. You will join with 
me in diſallowing a flefhly lite ; Remember 
then that the warks of the fleſh are theſe, as 
Adultery, Fornication, &s. ſo alſo-Hatred: (or 
Enmities) Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
Seditions, (iygzoa dividing into Parties) &Cc. 
I know you will confeſs, that if any man haye 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. 
$.9. Remember then thatthe Spiric of Chriſt 
3s the Spirit of Love, that the fruit of the Spiric 
is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gencle- 
neſs, &c. Gal.5.20. 

Old Mr. Wilſon Paſtor of Boſton , being deli- 
red by the Elders of the Churches, aſſembled Part.5.p-155 
at his houle, that (on his dying-bed) he would 20d oralſa 
declare ſolemnly to them, what he conceived 22t*ns: 
to bE thole ſins which provoked the diſpleaſure 
of God againſt the Countrey, told them, that 
he had long fcared theſe (ins following, as chief 
among others, which God was greatly provo- 
ked by, 1. Separation, 2. Anabaptiſtry, 3. Ko- 
raiſm , when People riſe up, as Korah, againſt 
their Miniſters and Elders, as if they took too 
much upon them, when indeed they do but 
rule for Chriſt, and according to Chrift : and 
ſo for the Magiſtrates being Gallio-like, not ca- 

ring 


Ar. Baxter's Epiſtle 

ring for thele things, or not uling their power 
and . authority for the maintenance of the 
\ Truth, and Goſpel, and Ordinances, &c. 

Here he _ Alas (dear Brocher) that after lo many years 
Eto” filencing-:and' affliction, afrer Flames and 

Os :Plagues, and dreadful Judgments, afcer ewenty 

' * years practice of the {1n it felf, and when we 

are buried in the very ruines which it cauſed, 
we ſhould not yer. know'-that our own uncha. 
xitdble diviſions, alienations, and Separations, 
are a crying fin, yea thecrying as well as the 
uncharirableneſs and hurcfulneſs of . others. 
Alas, will God leave Us, even Us alſo to the 
obdurateneſs of Pharaoh ? Is there not cryin 
fin with Us > What have we done to Chriſts 
Kingdom, to this Kingdom, to our Friends, to 
our ſelves, and (alas) to our enemies, by our 
Diviſions ? and do we not feel ic, do we not 
knowit? Woto us! into what hard-hearted- 
neſs have we ſinned our ſelves ? 
Part 1-p-62% Trenaws, Epiphanius, Auguſtine , Theodoret, be. 
fets of {ide the reſt, do (adly tell us in their Catalogues 
for and Controverſies, how lamentably cheſe Di- 
viders then hindered the Goſpel, and diſtreſſed 
and diſhonoured the Church : And the ſad 
ſtories of Holland, Munſter, and others in Ger- 
many, Poland, and _ theſe twenty years 


palt in England, do bring all cloſer to our ſenſe, 
The 


Bo 
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to the Non-conformiſts . | 9 
The diſſolution of the {parated Churches of Part 2. p.r75; 
the Engliſh in the Low-Countries,. by their 
own diviſions, is a thing too well known to be 


concealed. 


Brethren----I know that our diviſion Orati- Part 1: p17. 
he preſent 


G T 
fieth the Papiſts, and greatly hazardeth the teparation a 
Proteſtant Religion, and that more than the Pucoreope. 
< ! c ry, and great- 
molt of you teem to believe or regard. I know 2+ Bens, 


that our divilion advantageth Profaneneſs, and Froeetent BY 
greatly hinders the ſucceſs. on both fides. [I tagert; pro- | 
know that it greatly pleafeth Satan, and bujl- **55 &c: 
deth up his Kingdom, and weakeneth the King- 

dom of our Lord; his own mouth hath cold us 

ſo. I foreſaw, that while we worried and 
weakened one another, Papiſts were like to. be 

the principal gainers : and they would be rea- 

dy to offer their ſervice to ſtrengthen one of 

the Paxtics againſt the other, and would be 

glad to take up the reproaches againlt the moſt 

religious people, that were by angry Adverſa- par r. p.32. 
ries brought unto their hands. And that when 

we had made our ſelves, the common.ſcorn.by 

our manttold; divigons, and by qur biting and 
devouring one another, they would: plead this 

as their ſhame, to draw People to themlelves, 

as the onely ſtable and.coniftent Church; and 

wieuld make us giddy, , that we. may, zeſt, on 

them, 45 M45 {SUPP OLCESS, ARG when they; (aw, 


us. 


il O 


Part r.p. 52+ 

The manner 
how Popery 
will grow our 
of our diyj- 

ſrons, 


Mr: Baxter's Epiſtle 


us weak, would-be ready to deyour us all. 
-- Three ways-eſfpecially will Popery grow 
out'of our divifionsg -/ 

1. By the odium and ſcorn of our diſagree- 
ments , inconſiſtency and multiplied Sects, 
they will perſuade people, chat we muſt cither 
come for unity tothem, or elſcall run mad, 
and crumble into duſt and individuals. Thou. 
{ands have been drawn into Popery and con- 
firmed in it already by- this Argument , and 1 
am perſuaded that all the Arguments in Bellar. 
mine, and all other Books that ever were writ- 
ten, have not done fo much to make Papitts in 
England, as the multitude of Se&ts among us : 
Yea ſome Profeſſors of religious frianeſ, of 
great eſteem for godlineſs, have turned Papiſts 
themſelves when:they were giddy and weary 
with turnings;” and when they had run from 
Se&t to Sect and found no conſiftency in any : 
And, | I, | | ; 
 '2. Who knows not how fair a Game the 
Papiſts have to play by the means of our divi- 
tions. Methinks I hear them hifling on-each 
Party, and ſaying to one fide, Lay more upon 
them, and bate them nothing, and to the other, 
Stand it out, and yield to nothing. And who 
is ſo blind then, as not to ſee their double game 
and hopes ((iz,) that either- our diviſions and 


tothe Non-conformiſts. I! 
alterations will carry men to ſuch diſtances 
and praQtices, as ſhall make us accounted ſedi- 
tious, rebellious, and dangerous to the publick 
Peace ; and fo they (ze. Papiſts) paſs tor bet- 
ter Subjects than we; or elſe that when ſo 
many Parties under ſufferings are conſtrained 
to beg for Liberty, the Papiſts may not be 
ſhut out alone, bur have coleration with the 
reſt, And ſhall they uſe our hands to do their 
work 2 We have already unſpeakably ſerved 
them in this. : | 

And 3. Ic isnot the leaſt of our danger, 
(nor which doth leaſt affe&t me) kſt by our 
follies, extremities, and rigours, we ſhould {0 
exaſperete the common People, as to make 
them readier to join with the Papiſts than with 
us, in caſe of any competitions, or their inva- 
lions, or inſurrections againſt the King and 
Kingdoms peace.--.- Let us do nothing by un- 
lawtul alienations and ſingularities, or fierce 
and diſobedient oppoſitions, which tend to 
make the People think better of Papiſts chan 


of us. 


© In the Year 1634. Mr. Roger Williams AfIL The prefens 
© tant ro Mr; Ralph Smith Paſtor of Plimouth, Te- peimoret 
*moyed from thence to Salem, where in one gnpahen?” 
* years time he filled the place with Tg = 
| 0 


— 
— _ 
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Mr. Baxter's Epiſtle 
© of rigid Separation, and tending to Anabapti. 
* fry. The prudent Magiſtrates ot the Maſſachu- 
© ſets juriſdiction, ſent to theChurch of Salem;de- 
* firing them to forbear calling him to Office, 
© which they not hearkening to, he proceeded 


© more vigorouſly to vent many dangerous opi- 


© pinions, as, that the Magiſtrate had nothing 
© to doin matters of the Firlt Table, but onely 
© the Second, and that there ſhould be a gene- 
©ral and innlimiced toleration of all Reli- 
©oions; and for any man to be puniſhed for 
© any matters of his Conſcience, was perfecu- 
©tion : That if the Church of Salem would 
not ſeparate, not onely from the Churches 
© of England, but of New-England-too, he would 
© ſeparate from . them. "The + more prudent 
© part of the. Church being amazed atihis way, 
would not yield to him ; whereupon he ne- 
yer, came to the. Church-Aflembly more , 
©profeſfing ſeparation from. them as Antichri- 
©ftian.. Divers of the weaker fort of Church- 
© members did. by degrees fall off to him, inſo- 
©*much: that he kept a meeting in his own 
©houſe, unto which a numerous company did 
©reſort, — Whereupon he was baniſhed the 
© Maſſachuſets:Colonie, and came to a place cal- 
©led Providence, was followed by many of the 
*Church: of Salem, | who. zealouſly - adhered to 


< him 


to the Non-conformiſts. 
<him, and cried out of the perſecution that 
© was againſt them ; others reſorted to them 
© from other places. They had not been there 
© long, but from rigid Separation, they fell 
©to Anabaptiſtry,[N.B. ]renouncing their Ba- 
© ptiſm received in Infancy, and: taking u 


© another Baptiſm , and ſo began a Church in 


©thatway. But Mr. Willams ſtopt not there 
<long, for after ſome time he told the people 
© that followed him, that he was our of the 
© way himſelf, and had miſled them; for he 
 <did not find that there were any upon Earth 
© that could adminiſter Baptiſm, and there- 
© fore their laſt Baptiſm was a nullity as well 
©as their firſt; and therefore they muſt lay 
© down all, and look for the coming of new 
© Apoſtles; and fo they diflolved themſelyes 
© and turned Seekers. - 


To which I add, that this man was one of 


Mr.B4xters ad- 
dition to this 


the greateſt Inſtruments, *after all this, of ſubli. riftory. 


mating the Engliſh Separation to the ſame 
heighth , and gratifying the Papiſts by raiſing 
up the Sect of Seckers. 


And ſad, ſad indeed was the caſe of the pars. p.175; 


Barmuds's, when in ſo diſciplined a Plantation, 
one Miniſter, turned away the greater part 
| ph 


——— 


on 
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Mr. Baxter's Epiſile 
from Church-communion-, till they became 
Aliens--- and the reſt: whom he gathered- as 
the onely worthy perſons, ſo many turned- 
Quakers, Seekers, and (uch like; 

"The caſe of three or foar Churches in New- 
England grieves my heart , bur the caſe of 
the Summer-Iflands, as related to me by 
Mr. Vaughan, a worthy Miniſter, lately dif: 
couraged and. come from thence, would 
make a Chriſtian heart to bleed, ro hear 
how ſtrict, and regular, and hopeful that 
Plantation once was, and how one godly 
Miniſter by Separation , ſelecting a few to- 
be his Church, and rejecting all the reſt frem 
the Sacrament , the rejected Party are grown 
to-doleful :eftrangednels in Religion, and-the 


. elected. Party. much. turned Quakers., and 


Pprt- I, P49» 


between both , how wotull are the Fruits !- 

But the caſe of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land:.( which I foretold in my Book. of Infant- 
Baptiſm) is yet a more lamentable proot, 
what Separation hath done againſt Religion, 
ſo full a proof, that it. is my wonder.that any | 
good man can overlook it.. 

Yea, before oureyes, the moſt pernicious 
Hereſies, even that of Quakers, are tilt nor 
onely continued, but increaſed; and we-ſee 
men-.that .to day condemn. communion with 

: : the. 


to the Non-conformiſts. 15 
the Pariſh-Churches, and then with the Preſ- 
byterians , do ſhortly fly, from communion 
with the Independents too —. It's commonly 
known how many of late have turned Qua- 
kers, and ſhall we ſtand by and ſee ſuch work: 
and neither lament their fins that drive men 
to this, nor warn them of the paſſions and 
principles that lead to it. Separation will 
ruine the ſeparated Churches themſelves ar 
laſt, ic will admit of no conſiſtency ; Parties 
will riſe. in the ſeparated Churches, and ſepa. 
rate again from them, till they are diſſolved. 

I beſeech my dear Brethren that are otherwiſe 
minded, to open their eyes ſo. far as to regard 
experience... | 

[am not able. to. bear the thoughts of Se. rar 1.p.54- 

parating from almoſt all Chriſts Churches upon 
Earth; but he that ſeparateth from one, or 
many upon a reaſon common to..almolt all, 
doth. virtually ſeparate from almoſt all ,, and 
he that. ſeparateth from all among us upon 
the account of the unlawfulneſs. of our Li- 
turgy ,, and. the badneſs of all our Mini. 
ſtry , doth ſeparate from them . upon a rea- 
ſon common to almoſt all , or the far greateſt 
part (as I conceive.).. Therefore pray we ; , 


Mr. 
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Mr. Baxters Prayer. 


Part 2. p.150, That the God of love would pity and unde- | 
() ceive the ſelfiſh and paſſionate ſort of pro. | 
feſſed Chriſtians, and teach them to know what 
manner of ſpirits they are of | O that he would 
rebuke the evil ſpirits that are gone forth ; the 
Spirit of Covetouſneſs and Pride , the Spirit of Hy- 
pocrifie and religious Imagery, of Seif-conceitedneſs, 
of Malice and Wrath, of Back-bitings and Falſe- L 
accuſing , before that both Chriſtianity and Humas- 
nity be turned into Devilliſm, and before Earth 
be more conformable to Hell! O that the Spirit 
of Light would make us of one mind, and the | 
Spirit of Love would mortifie both mens malig- | 
nant and religious paſſions , contentiouſneſs and | 
malice ; and cauſe us to love our Neighbours as 
our gelves! That as the Envious and ſtriving 
Wiſdom from beneath hath cauſed Confuſion , and 
every evil work; ſo the Wiſdom from above, 
which is firſt pure, then peaceable , gentle, and 
eaſie to be intreated , might bring forth mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality or hypocrifee , | 
that we might edifie the body of Chriſt m love, 
Eph. 4. 16. and fruſtrate the hopes of the ene. 
mies of our peace , who wait for our total diſſo- 

, ER lution 


hg Te NG bo 


UMI 


to the Non-conformiſts. 
lution, and triumph already in our Diviſions , 
( when it #8 their own Mill which grindeth us to 
Powder ) but God can make their Oven to bake 
us into 4 more ( briſtian and ſalubrious conſiſtency, 
( that I may uſe Ignatius's Allegory ) but it muſt 
be firſt by fermenting us with unfeigned love, and 
then we ſhall be lovely in bis ſight , and the God 
of love and peace will be with us. Amen, 


17 


ea 


© SET GRE . _ 


Ci 
X ; = 
” vu Ls OT IP : a a. ae: 


—__— 


FO WIFI 
—b—— 


Mr. BAXTER(s 
VINDICATION 
0” Ts 
CHURCH of ENGLAND 
In her Rites, and Ceremonies, Diſcipline, 


AND 
CHURCH-ORDERS. 


1, Standing up at the Creed and 
the Antiphones. 


Mr. Baxter's Scripture-Proof of Infant-Church-mSber- 
Fip. Part.Il.cap.6,p.121. 


Humbly propound (meaning to the Affembly 

of Divines) that the Cuſtom of ſtanding up at 

the Creed, may be reduced to its Primitive 

| nature and vigour [| 5.e. as tis now in uſe in the 
Church of "bk rf It being then quite out of 

uſe.) And in the next Page he reckons this among 
one of thoſe five plain Dunes, — be ſays muſt not 


be . 


My. Baxter's Vindication 
be wiped out, -leſt the Direory be found more defe. 
Qivethan the Common-Prayer-Book. | - 
In his Sacrilegious Deſertion of the Miniſtry Rebuked,] 
he ſays, that the Conformiſts in ſtanding up at the An- 
tiphones, (viz. Gloria: Patfi, Te Depm, Jubilate, &vc.) 


| do better than the Non-conformiſts in not ſtand- 


ng up. +. » Ek | 
2. Epiſcopal Confirmation. 


Scripture-Proof of Infant-Church- memberſhip. 
Part. Il. cap. 6. p.120. 


hl 


I humbly propound (lays Mr. Baxter) that the an- 
cient practice of Confirmation may be reduced to its 
primitive .pature(7.e.,as 'tis now uſed in the. Church of 
England) as 'plainly apportoby his calling it (in the 
ſame page) The old Order of Confirmation by Biſhops: 
For this he cites Calvin as earneſtly deſiring it, Irſzzr. 
[ 4. cap. 1% —- _ LEES 

Inthe 122: page; he intimates Confirmation alſo to 
be one of thoſe pJajn, Duties not to be,wiped out, leſt 
the Directory be found more defective than the Com- 
mongprayer-Book, and left the World be made believe 
that *tis ſuch things (5.e. ſuch plain Duties) as theſe 
that we find fault with. He adds, that ſince there are 
ſo many learned and. judicious oppoſers, ( mean 
the Epiſcopal Divines') obſerving the ner, 
therefore ({ays n_— but modeſt and rational to at- 
fire, either the eſtabliſhment of the fore-mentioned 
particulars, viz, Confirmation, Standing up at the 
Creed, &e.. or the publication of fſatisfattory Reaſons. 
OR, Mere, Bag OC” 
-And'in His' Polirical Aphoriſms, Theſ.236, Let Minit- 


_ (ters. 


of the Church of England. 

ſters ({fays he) be reſtrained by Law, from admitting 
the uncatechiſed and wzconfirmed to Communion, (in- 
timating very well, that he would have them looked 
upon as excommunicate perfons that refufe to be cha- 
techiſed and confiryed :) to which he prefixeth, that 
if Magiſtrates force not the grofly ignorant to hear 
and learn, and ſubmitto chatechiſing, and ſuch means 
of inftrudion, till they are confirmed, their Baptiſm 
will -but let-in corruption. and confuſion into the 
Churches. He hath in his Treatiſe of Confirmation, 
p.206,307,2083. & alibi, ſoundly aſſerted: the canſe of 
Conformity in this point, which his deluded Followers do 
ſo profanely and ſcornfully, not onely negle&, but contenm 
and deride. Nor can I find that ever Mr. Baxter fonnd 
tmmch fanlti\with the manner of its Adminiſtration , as 
ow in the Church of England. If be would: have every 
Pariſh-Miniſter inveſted with the power of Confirming, 
'tis - _ 7; - cans of = Church allow, 4 
the Biſhop #bink fit, ( the Diſhop. or Suffragan, ſays the 
60. Fai | Bn Darien keel gs © Sof- 
fragan, if the Biſhop ſo pleaſe. b - 


3. Church-Muſick by Organs, gr 
+ * - ſuchilike Inſtruments... .;-4 -11itt 


te Bs Chriſtian Dire@ory, Ectlefieftical Caſes, Q 36. 


-- My, Baxter renders theſe five-Realbns for the Ult 
and:Lowfulne thereof {of 0 te 40 
.. 1+. God .ſet-it up long after" Moſe/s' Ceremonial 
Law, by .Dawid, Solomon, & el OOO OG 
... 2, It s.not .meerly'an inſtituted Cerembply,” but 
Kok york vr —_— 5 aftd ”tis 4 — 
<> 2 al 


- 
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| the uſe of God 


"Mr; Baxter's Vindication 

and not a fin to uſe the helps of Nature and lawful 
Art: As it is-lawful (ſays he) to uſe SpeRacles in 
reading the Bible, ſoit is to uſe Muſick (ſpeaking of 
Church-Mufick ) to exhilarate the Soul. 

3. Jeſus Chriſt joined with the Jews. that uſed it. 

4. No Scripture forbids it, therefore it is not un- 
lawful. 


5, Nothing can- be againſt it, that know of, bur. 


what may be ſaid againſt Tunes and Melody 3 for 
whereas they ſay, 'tis humane invention, ſo- are our 
Tunes (Metre and Verlion : ) nay, it 18 not'a humane 
invention, as the laſt Pſalm, and many others ſhew, 
which call us to.-praiſe the Lord with Inſtruments of 
Muſick. | 

The laſt Book he hath printed (that I know of ) 
wiz. Poetical. Fragments hath-inits Preface more to the 
ſame purpoſe. 


4.. Godfathers and Godmothers. 


Infant-Church-memberſhip , p. preliminary tothe 
Epiſtle. | 


Mr. Bexter there tells us, that thecurrant conſent of 
Hiſtorians aſſures us of the uſe' of Godfathers and 
Godmothers at the Baptizing of Infants in Hyginms's 
time, who lived.(as he alledgeth from Nicephorss, Px- 
rem, Prideanx, and others) within about 4o Years 
of S. Johx the Apoſtle, and converſed with-the Diſci- 

les and Famlliars of the Apoſtles; and therefore (fays 
e) could not be.ignorant of: the pradtice of 'the' Apo- 
ſtles in Ba _ Infants. -. Thus: hath he well proved 
uſe of Godtathers and Godmothers, in-all proba- 
bility to. be. Apoſtolical,: at.leaſt, ayapioGimec, __ 


TEEN; 


UMI 


ef. the Charch of England. "I 
beyond all reach of ſcruple, to be of greateſt antiquity * Yerthis is 


| in the Church, vis, forty years within the Apoſtles — 


; times, * | - -- formiſts have 
| ans 
5. The Antiphones, or the Peoples pln in Con 


| . bearing a Part with the Miniſter in 
| Divine Service: © 


any Clrifian Dire. Caſs Beelfaf Q.83. 


| - I. . Says Mr. Bexter, the. Scripture no where forbids 
: tn1s. 
; 2. If the People may do this in the Pſalms in Metre, 
| there can be no reaſon given, but. may may lawfully 
| do itinProſe.. --- 
| .3., The Primitive. Chriſtians, (fays he) were fo fall 
of the zeal and love of Cliriſt, that they would have 
taken it for .an injury, or quenching of the Spirit, to 
| have been wholly reſtrained from bearing a Partin the 
| Praiſes of the Church. 
| 4- The uſe of the Tongue keeps awake the mind, 
and ſtirs. up God's Graces jn his Servants. 
5...It was the decay of Zeal in the People that firlt 
ſhut out Reſponſes :. while they: kept-up the ancient 
zeal, they were inclined to take their part vocally in 
the worſhip. Thus Mr. Baxter, with more to the 
ſame | VR in the Fryers any | | 
\* D, . or 


4 ' . | 
. ” _— , 4 
fe. 4 - . . ? FJ & "I 
- 
PRO 
Ty 6. Bow-- 
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| 6. Bowing il the Nami of Tesus. 


Fyos DireFor ry Cafes. Pref foftical. Q.86. 


That 'we may. Jwfully: expiaſs our xevererice by 


bowing when the Namegi# JE HK 0.v-4 H, 
JeSus, &c. 7 are utte! AP hs mer With-few 


"Chriſtians that deny,nor know Lany reaſon to deny it; 


'tis true, he ſpeaks of 4t isednally lawhullin it ſelf to 
bow to the Name JEHOVAH, Go D, &c. as well 
as JE $ us, butnothing-at all agailt. the —— 


of bowing a at the name or F E SUS, 
'ob v1; 


| Te is certain EY rat 


that the: Child. ſo Baptized, dying | 


before it commit aqual ſin, 151UN- 


doubtedly ſaved: 


Mr. Baxter: 1 his Pleaf a7: I maker angryexces 
pion againſt thie-it the: Ribrick do ne" 4s. = 
one of thoſe things which it #| ſinful. to aſſent to 3. thou 
—_— reads bu Seripaaro-prool wm Infants.Chyt 
memberſhip, will fu it. noe 0 Mages 
that Childers (3 by, :aud'm 4 _— — jn; 
4 will appear by and by\are holy is ated ſeparation to 
God; and he all Ciaren of Believers, ( whether 


s 4a 
4 I Ew bi" 


finceve .or hypocrites , if they are Believers profe eſſedly ) 


ere undoubtedly ſaved, and we baptize the Children of no 
others than of Believers, profe ſſedly at keaft. For a ſee 


3x bis 
Stri- 


UMI 


of che Churchrof England: is 


Seri ture-proo of Tofants Church-memberſhip : . His 
p uae he on Mr. Bedford's Tratiſe of Baptiſ- 


mal Regeneration. . ” 


P. 315. Speaking of Baptiſmz, he hath theſe words ; The third B- 
For the- pardon.of. Original Sin, and other relative ©*92- 
Grace, I affirm that we are to judge it probably given 
to the Child of jevery Believer, andif any-will fay, it 
is certaizly given to every ſuch Child, eyen.the No#- 
Ele&, Ewill not gainfay him. Theſe are his words 
ipfiſſime , which fully. and plainly import that the 
Children of Non-Ele& Believers, (7. e. Believers in 
profeſſion onely, ) do. by Baptilm receive remiſſion 
of Original fin, and other relative Grace; whether it 
be on the account of the Faith of the Church in which 
he is baptized, or of the bare profeſſion of the Pa- 
rents Faith, is excentrick to my buſineſs to diſpute. 
To proceeds In the fame page laſt cited, ſaith Mr.Bax- 
ter, God hath clearly made the Parents Fajth- the 
condition of Infants pardon and ſalvation. What 
Faith, and what Parents? Why, profeſledly-bclie- 
ving Parents, ard ns fake pans of Faith, For 
which ſee his Infant Church;memberſhnp, Patt, x; cap- 
29. .94. Profeſtion ( fayshe) 5a probable ſigh,” and 
a Profeſſor is probably a true Believer; and whether 
he be ſo-or no, we are bound to. admit him among 
Believers ; and p. 92. ir is ſutcient that the Parent be 
yirtually; and -diſpolitively'a Believer; -( 1n-contradi- 
{undtion to . bis being aCtually, ſucks.) apd-\his Letter 
to Mr. Cranford, Is it not a large comfort to» Parents 
(lays be) that God doth pardon Infants their-Original 
ſtn,. and put: them iz ſtatyr ſalutzs 5 but: what 1 firſt 
quoted: of him; js: inftar. onminez, uid; thatcithe: _ | 
| ren. 


- My. Baxtef's Vikdication? 
dren even of the Non-Ele&, have pardon of ſio . and 


other relative grace by Baptilin. * 
8. Kneeling at the Sacrament. 
Chriſtian Dirc@ory, Caſes Eccleſtaſtical, 98. 


Had I my.choice, ſays Mr. Baxter, T would receive 
the Lords Supper fitting, but where I have not my 
choice, I will uſe the geſture which the Church uſeth. 
There ſpeaks an Oracle ; good Reader, mark, him; What 
could be ſaid more Orthodox and honeſt * And becauſe 
he ſpeaks ſo home in this one place, T'le forbear citing 
thoſe in his Cure of Church-diviſiens ; and in his Reaſons 
of the Chriſtian Religion, where in the one place he 
calls Kneeling an inoffenſive harmleſs Ceremony ; in 
the other, he teacheth that Veſture, Geſi##re, Tims, 
Place, &c. areall at the determination of the lawful 
Magiſtrate. | | 


9. Epilcopacy is Apoſtolical, and of 


Divine Inftitution. 
Chriſtian Direory, Caſes Eccleſraſtical. Q.56.p.127. 


Having proved the particular Orders f Presbyters 
and Deacons, he gives his Reaſons for a larger Epiſco- 
pacy, as the Margin ſhews; 

Beſides this, ſays he, in the Apoſtles days there were 
under Chriſt in the univerſal Church many general 
Officers, that had the care of governing and overſee- 


ing 


of the Church of England. 27 
ing Churches up and down, and were fixed by ſtated 
relation, to none.  . Such were the Apoſtles, Evange- 
| liſts, and many of their Helpers in their days. And 
moſt Chriſtian Churches think, that though the Apo- 
ſtolical, extraordinary Gitts, Priviledges, and Offices 
ceaſe, yet Government being an ordinary part of their 
work, the ſame Forms of Government which Chriſt 
and the Holy Ghoſt did ſettle in the firſt Age, were 
ſetled for all following Ages, though not with the 
ſame extraordinary Gitts and Adjundts. 

Becauſe 1. We read of the {ſctling of that Form, 
viz, Genera] Officers as well as Particular, but we ne- 
ver read of any abolition, diſcharge, or ceſſation of the 
Inſtitution.: 

2. If weaffirma Ceſlation without proof, we ſeem 
to accuſe God of mutability, as ſetling one Form of 
Government for one Age onely, and no longer. 

; 3. We leave room for audacious Wits to queſtion 
other Goſpel-Inſtitutions, as Paſtors, Sacraments, &c. 
and to ſay, that they were but for an Age onely. 

4. It was general Officers that Chriſt promiſed to 
be with to theend of the World, Matth.28.20. Now, 
ſays he, this will hold good, or not ; if not, then this 
General Miniſtry is to be numbred among humane ad- 
ditions, to be next treated of, If it do, then there is 
* another part of the Form of Government (7. e. di- * Dioceſan 
ſtin& from that of Presbyters and Deacons) proved to P07: 
be of Divine Inſtitution. I ſay not another Church, 
but another part of the Government of both Churches 
univerſal and particular , becauſe ſuch general Offi- + 
cers are fo in the univerſal, as to have a general over- 
ſight of the particular. As an Army headed onely 
by the-General himſelf, and a Regiment by the Co- 
lone), and a Troop by the Captain; but the general 

E Officers 
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Officers of the Army, as the Licatenants Genera], and 
Majors Genera), &c. are under the Lord Genera], 
in and over the Army, and have a general over- 
fight over the particular Bodies, ( Regiments arfwl 
Troops. ) 

Now if this be the inſtitured Form of Chriſt's 
Church-Government, that he himſelf rule abſolute- 
ly as General, and that he have ſome general Officers 
under him, (not any one having the charge of the 
whole, but1n the whole z»fixedly, or as they volun- 
tarily part their Provinces ) and that each. particu- 
lar Church have their own proper Paſtor, one or 
more; then who can ſay that no Form of Church» : 
Government 1s of Divine Appointment or Com- 
mand: | 

Thas Mr. Baxter gm d4&y, ſolidly proving the Di- 
vine Inſtitution of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy , and ſufficiently 
confuting all that he hath ſo paſſionately wrote againſt 
= Order of Biſhops, and the Conſtitution of National 
Churches. © 


10. The Oath of Prieſts and Deacons 


for Canonical Obedience to their 
Dioceſan. 


Chriſtian DireGory, Caſes Eccleſiaſtical: Q. 122. 


The old Non-conformiſts, ſays he, who thought the 
Engliſh Prelacy an unlawful Office, yet maintained 
that it is lawful to take the Oath of Canonical 'Obe- 
dience, , becauſe they thought it was impoſed by the 
King and Laws; and that we ſwore to them not as 

| | Officers, 


of the Church of England. 
Officers, claiming a divine right in the Spiritual Ga-« 
vernment, but as Ordinaries ar Officers made by the 
King, to exerciſe ſo much Eccleſiaſtical ' JuriſdiRion 
under him, as he can delegate. And if Prelacy 
were proved never ſo unlawfu], no doubt but by the 
Kings command we may ſwear, or perform formal 
Obedience to a Prelate, as he is the King's Officer. 
Thws —_ 5 —_ in Plea this is in the enumera- 
tion of thoſe: things which he ſays it is ſinful to conform 
to. Zo i vote that this ated x Mr. x 
ſpeaks it Tawful to ſwear Obedience, not onely to the Bi- 


ſhop, but alſo to. the Chancellor, to the Biſpops Officials,ehe. 
becauſe they are the Kings Officers : though the Oath of 


Canonical Obedience requires no ſuch thing, but to the Bz- 


ſhop onely and his chief Miniſters. 


11. The Surplice. 
His Five Diſputations, P.409- 


Some decent Habit is neceſſary, the Magiſtrate, Mi- 
niſters,' or aſſociated Paſtors muſt determine what, — 
If they'tie all to one habit (and ſuppoſe it were an in- 
decent habit ). yet this is but an imprudent uſe of 
power, it is a thing within the Magiſtrates reach, he 
doth not an alien, but his own work amiſs : And 
therefore the thing in it ſelf being lawful, I would 
obey him, and uſe that Garment, if Icould not be 
diſpenſed with ; yea though ſecondarily the whiteneſs 
be to fignifie purity, and ſo. be made'a teaching fign, 
yet would 1 obey. 


E 2 T2. The 
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12. TheCrols at Baptiſm. 
Chriſtian Dire@ory, Caſes Eccleſaſtical, Q.1 13. 


Mr. Baxter doth there allow of the Sign of the 
Croſs to be uſed out of Baptifm, before a Heathen, 
which ſhews that he doth not believe the ufe of the 
Croſs tobe (imply and of it ſelf unlawful. 

hat which Non-conformiſts nrge for the unlawfulneſs 
of it, is its being forbidden mz the ſecond Commandment, 


45 4 tranſient Image, andits being made a Sacrament of 


the Covenant of Grace ; whereas if it were either of theſe, 
it would be ſo at other times as well as after Baptiſm; for 
the time or place wherein it is uſed, cannot alter the nature 
of the thing. So that from Mr. Baxter's own conceſſion 
may be reaſonably inferred the lawfulneſs of its uſe 5 but 
in his 123. p. he is more poſitive. 

£xeſt. May one offer his Child to-be baptized with 
the ſign of the Croſs, or the uſe of Chriſm, the white 
garment, &c> _ 

Azſ. When he cannot lawfully have better, -he may 
and muſt offer his Child to them that will ſo baptize 
him, rather than to do worſe, or not at all ; becauſe 
Baptiſm. is God's Qrdinance and the Childs Priviledge, 
and the Sin the Miniſters and not his. | 

Mr. Baxter hath a frequent diſtin@jon-of Conformity 
znto-an Old and New. hy the Old Conformity he means 
thoſe points of Conformity which were in: being, and were 
taken for Conformity-points, before the laſt 4 for Uni- 


formity was made, and were there no. more required now 


than Conformity to thoſe points, he ſays, many of the Non- 


corforwiſts would confpreu. The New Conformity, which. 
. = 
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he ſeems to ſay or om at, is differenced fromthe old iz 
the acceſſion of theſe two points in chief , Reordination 
and Renouncing the Covenant, of both which My.Bax- 


ter hath ſufficiently aſſerted the lawfulneſs. 
13, Reordination. 
|: Chriſtian Dire@ory, Caſes Eccleſiaſtical. Q.21. 


Mr. Baxter there grants, that the outward part of 
Ordination may be repeated': Which I take to be a full 
and plain conceſſion of the whole, for in Reordination 
there is nothing repeated but the outward part, or Ceremony: 


of Inveſtiture.. 
14.. Renouncing the Covenant. 
Plea for Peace. p21 gu os: 


Itisnot inthe Snbje&s: power,. by Vows to:with- 
draw themſelves from obedience to Authority. 

Diredory, Se&.4 3. A Vow 1s as null,fays Mr. Baxter, 
when the matter is--merally or civilly. out of our 
power; as.ifa Child or Servant vow athing which 
he cannot do lawfully without the. conſent of-Parent 
or Maſter, though the thing it ſelf be lawful : For 
God having bound me to obey my Superiours in all 
lawful things, I. cannot oblige my ſelf by my.own 
Vows. Sed. 79. of his Dire@ory, 


The-- 


= 
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15. ,The defeats and faults of the 
Liturgy. RE 


When Mr. Baxter in his Plea for Peace excepts againſt | | 
the whole Liturey, all the Common- Prayer- Book: Forms 
in groſs, as faulty and aefedive : In the tame place he 
Ie the faults to be no other, than what with 
them the Forms of Prayers may be uſed by a godly 


man either, in obedience. to Authority or for Unity, 


. , 


or when better cannot be had. 


16. The Errour of demanding a Scri- 
pture-text, or rule, for Ceremo- 
nies and Circumſtances of Gods 


Worſhip. - 


Mr. Baxters Defence of the Principles of Love, 
Part 1. p.97,98,99,100,101,1ot. 


There are men otherwiſe very honeſt, and truly 
godly, who think that the Scripture is intended by 
God, not onely as a genera], but a particular Law, or 
Rule, for all the very circumſtances of Worſhip ; and 
that the ſecond commandment in particular, condemns 
all thatis the invention of men, -in or about the Wor- 
ſhip of God; and that to deny this, is to deny the 
—_ of Scripture I hope the number is 

ut ſmall that are of this opinion. We are obliged to 
For if it 


take heed of countenancing this Errour 
prevail, what abundance of hurt will it do ? 


I--2, It 
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1,——-2, Itdraweth men into the dangerous guilt 
of adding to the Word of God, under pretexce of 
ſtri&t expounding it, and defending its perte&ion and 


extent. 
4. It altereth the very definition of” the 


the holy Scripture, and maketh it another thing. That 


which God made to be the Record of his holy Co- 
venant, and the Law and Rule of Faith and Holineſs, 
and the general Law tor outward modes and circum- 
ſtances, which are but accidents of Worſhip, is pre- 
tended by men to be aparticular Law, for that which 
it never particularly medleth with. 

5. It ſorely. prepares men for Infidelity, and to de- 
ny the divine authority of the Scripture, and. utterly 
to undoall, by over-doing, If Satan could but once 
make men believe, that the Scripture 1s a rule for thoſe 
things which are not to be found in it, and which 
God never made it to be a rule for. He will next argue 
againſt it, asa deluſory and imperfect thing--- he that 


believes it to, be given as ſuch a'particular rule, and 


then finds that it is ſilent, or utterly inſufficient t6 that 
uſe, is like next to caſt it away asa deluſion, and turn 
an Infidel, or Antiſcripturiſt, | 
6. This miſtake tends to caſt all rational Worſhip 
out of the Church and the World; To bY 

7. Thisopinion will bring in all 'confufiof); inſtead 
of pure reaſonable Worſhip, while every man 1s left 
to find that in Scripture, which never was there, and 
that,as the onely rule of his ations, one will think that 
he finds one thing there, and another/another thing, 
for it muſt be reality and verity which'inuſt be che 
term of Unity, men cannot agree in that which is 
not. 200 e:3;til;;c; | my 

8. It will let in Impiety and Errour; for when men 


are ſent to ſeek and find that which [46 not-there,' eve-- 


iy 


—— — 
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ry man-will think that he findeth that which his own 
corrupted mind brings thither. 

.9. And hereby all poſlibility of Union among Chri- 

- ſtians and Churches muſt periſh, till this errour periſh; 
for if we-muſt unite onely in that which 1s notin be- 
ing, we-muſt not unite at all, 

Ic. Hereby is laid a Snare to tempt men into odious 
-cenſures of each other 3 (of which fee my Author ex- 
cellently-at large.) - v | 

11. Hereby Chriſtian love will be quenched, when 
every man mult account his Brother an Idolater, that 
cannot ſhew a Scripture for the hour, the place of 
Worſhip, ec. | 

12. And hereby ——— {(landering, and railing 
.muſt go currant as no fin, while every Calvin, Cart- 
avright,, Hilderſham, Perkins, Sibbs, &c. that uſed a 
Form of Prayer, yea, all the Chriſtians in the World * 
muſt be accuſed of Idolatry, as if1t were a true and 
Tighteous charge : And | 

13. All our fins will be fathered on God, as if the 
ſecond Commandment, and the Scripture-perfeQion 
required all this, and taught Children to diſobey 
their Parents and Maſters, and ſay your Prayers and 
Catechiſmsare Images and Idols, &*c. 

14. It will rack and perplex the Conſciences of all 
'Chriſtians, when I muſt take my ſelf for an Idolater, 
till I can find a particular Law in Scripture for every. 
Tune, Metre, Tranſlation, Method, Veſture, Ge- 
ſture, &c. that I uſe in the worſhipping of God 3; when 
Conſcience muſt build onely in the Air, and reft only 
on a word -which-never was. I 

15: It will have a confounding influence into all 
the affairs and buſineſs of our lives. 

Laſtly, It will fright poor people from Scripture 

_ andReligion, and mo Us, our Doctrine and ' - 

| | mas 
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ſhip:ridiculoys in the: fight of all-the World. | 
Theſe are: the conſequences ( which Mr. Baxter 
ſnews very well at large) of that impracticable and 
erroneous doctrine of demanding a patticular Text of 


Scripture for the Ceremonies and Circumſtances of 
Gods worſhip, | | 


17. The Church of Englandnot guil- 
ty of any- kind, of Falſe-worſhip. 


Defence of the Principles of Love. Part 2.p.3,4. 


- Mr. Baxter having recited the ſeven ſeveral kinds 
of falſe Worſhip, acquits the Church of Ergland from 
all, and proves at large (in the Pages here cited) that 
it is not guilty of falſe Worſhip in any kind or any ac- 
ceptation whatſoever, any more than Mr. Bae ſhaw 
(whom he.there ſpeaks particularly to) or the reſt of 
the Non-conformiſts ate intheir'extemporate Prayers. 


18. A general. Vindication- of the 
Liturgy and Ceremonies. 


- Defence of the Principles of Love. Part 1, 90,91. 


Todo it.(3.e. to uſe, as he calls it, an unreformed 
Liturgy )-out. of chojce, is one thing; to do it as a duty 
put_upon-us by Gods pravidence and our Governours, 
when wecan dono better, is another. thing : it 1s God 
that hath pulled down our liberty and. opportunity 
to ſerye. him better, and. we-muſt-obey him. It 1s no 
| faulty 
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faulty mutabiliry to change ur:praftice, when God 
by changing qur candition doth change our duty; no 
more than it was in Ang»ftine, who profeffeth that he 
would worſhip Gad, as to Forms and Ceremonies, ac- 
cording as thei Church did with which he joined, 


where-ever he came. 


19. The ſoundnels of the Doctrine of | 
che Church. of England. ©  t< 


Defence of the Principles of Love. Part 2. p.3. 


The Dodrine of the Church of Exgland isſo-ſound, 
that the Independentsand Presbyterians have ſtill of- 
fered toſub(cribe to it, tn the 39. Articles. 


Thus hath Mr. Baxter copioufly vindicated 
the Church of Englandin almoſt every point I 
_ -of Conformity which is any thing material , 

which ſhews that Non-conformiſts themſelves | 
do not really believe. what they haye ſug- | 
geſted to, and impoſed upon the belief of p 
their Followers concerning the ſinfulneſs of 
Conformity. _ 

And that what they except againſt in Con- 
formity, is not = the account of its Sinful- 
neſs, but Inexpediency onely; which neither 
the Law of God, Nature nor Nations did eyer 
allow the People to be Judges of, but the Ru- 


lers 
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lers onely : and therefore ought in point of 


Chriſtianity and right Religion , to be ſub. 
mitted to, for the ſake of thoſe great Chriſtian 


duties, Peace, Unity and Obedience to Magji- 


ſtrates; for 'the conviction of our religious 
Enemics, for the good and proſperity of the 
Church, for the ſafety, honour, and welfare 
of the King and three Kingdoms, for the cre- 
dit of Chriſtianity, and for the glory of God, 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. | 


